New Life For Dry Bones

Ezekiel 37:1-14

(MThe hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of
avalley; it was full of bones. @He led me back and forth among them, and | saw a great many bones on the floor of
the valley, bones that were very dry. ®He asked me, " Son of man, can these boneslive?' | said, "O Sovereign
LORD, you alone know." @Then he said to me, " Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word
of the LORD! ®Thisiswhat the Sovereign LORD saysto these bones: | will make breath enter you, and you will
cometo life. ®I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; | will put breath
in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that | am the LORD.'" ("So | prophesied as | was
commanded. And as | was prophesying, there was a noise, arattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to
bone. @I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. ©
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'Thisiswhat the Sovereign LORD
says. Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these dlain, that they may live.' " 19So | prophesied as he
commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. @DThen he said
to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hopeis
gone; we are cut off.' 1@Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'Thisiswhat the Sovereign LORD says. O my people, |
am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; | will bring you back to the land of Isragl. @3Then you,
my people, will know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves and bring you up from them. @41 will put my
Spirit in you and you will live, and | will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that | the LORD have
spoken, and | have doneiit, declaresthe LORD.'" (NIV)

Focusverse: He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “O Sovereign Lord,
you alone know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them,

‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to

these bones: | will make breath enter you and you will cometo life. | will attach

tendonsto you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put
breath in you, and you will cometo life. Then you will know that | am theLord.

(Ezekiel 37:3-6)

Construction season is upon us as summer begins. Once construction begins, the goal is
to work without interruptions from weather until the project is complete. There are afew things,
other than weather, that can bring a construction project to a halt. One is a “Stop Work” order
from ajudge. Thisusually stemsfrom alegal protest about something that has been happening.
A second item that can bring construction to ahalt isastrike. Picketing workers can bring an
end to the important work being done. Perhaps a more dramatic event is uncovering human

bones during the excavation process. Finding human bones doesn’t happen all of the time, but

when it does happen, it makes a big impression on the news media.



Recently, an area church bought a funeral home building at atax sale. They were very
shocked when they entered the building, for the funeral home owner had left four bodiesin the
funera home. They had been there for several years after the funeral home closed. People were
outraged at what had happened. Just as construction is stopped to allow the bones to be carefully
removed and given honor and respect, so this church will stop their plans until the bodies can be
identified and then respectfully removed from the building. We commonly understand the
importance of honoring those who have died.

Thisisnot something new to culture. Asfar back asthe early days of creation, bodies
were given honor and respect. Joseph didn’t want his body, his bones, left behind in Egypt when
the people of Israel |eft their captivity. He gave instructions for the people to take his bones with
them when they left. Thiswas such an important promise that it was still in the minds of the
people four hundred years later. Moses would finally fulfill the promise to treat the bones with
respect according to the request of the person involved.

Mosestook the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the sons of

Israel swear an oath. He had said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you

must carry my bones up with you from this place.” (Exodus 13:19)

Thefina gift we provide to our loved onesisto treat their bodies with respect and honor. Itis
appropriate that work should stop when human bones are uncovered at a construction work site.

Ezekiel wasn’t involved in a construction project. Instead, he was living at a difficult
timein the history of his country. The people wereliving in exile, separated from their
homeland. They had no hope for the future. Everything was seemingly falling apart. Their
homeland and their cherished city were both in decline. His situation was much like our world

today. People are being exiled from their jobs. There are many questions about the future.



Many things are falling apart as major corporations are on the brink of failure. Mgor citiesarein
trouble.

It was in this situation in Ezekiel’s life, that God revealed a vision to him, a vision of
bones |eft on abattle field. The bones were areminder that there had been alost battle. The
battle was so devastating that there was no one left to bury the bodies, to give honor and respect
to the dead. The Psalmist speaks of atime like that when writing,

10 God, the nations have invaded your inheritance; they have defiled your holy

temple, they have reduced Jerusalem to rubble. 2 They have given the dead bodies

of your servantsasfood to the birdsof theair, the flesh of your saintsto the beasts
of the earth. 3 They have poured out blood like water all around Jerusalem, and

thereisno oneto bury thedead. (Psam 79:1-3)

Not only are the bones an indication of alost battle, but they are also dry bones. Dry bones are a
reminder that much time has passed since the battle. The people living with anxious anticipation
of afast return were very disappointed. We understand that in our world today as many are
anxious for afast economic recovery that may or may not happen. Ezekiel aso saw many bones,
a reminder of how great the loss of life had been. God didn’t just show this vision to Ezekiel.
He placed him in the middle of the dry bones.

These dry bones in most other circumstances might have led to a “stop work™ order. But
in God’s plan, things are entirely different. For God, this was the beginning of hiswork. First
the bones must be sorted, so they could be reassembled. Once reassembled, they must then be
reattached to muscles and tendons. God would then place skin over al of this. But even with
this amazing miracle, there still was no life in these bodies and bones. To bring them to life, God

must once again do what he did at the beginning of creation, and breathe into them new breath

and life.



TheLord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrilsthe breath of life, and the man became a living being. (Genesis 2:7)

For these dry bones to cometo life, God must send his breath, his Spirit into them to raise them
to new life.
This event continuesin our livestoday. God has encountered our bones of sin and death.
His plan is not a “stop work™ order in our lives, but a “start work™ order. The bones he
encounters are bones found on a battle field where both God and Satan are found. Deathisall
around in this battle field just as it was at the beginning of this battle with a single man and
woman. At creation, death became real.
By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground,
sincefrom it you weretaken; for dust you are and to dust you will return. (Genesis
3:19)
This battle field isn’t just filled with many bodies. Itisfilled with all our bodies. Weall are
destined for this end of eternal exile from God without any hope and without afuture. The
Apostle Paul reminds us,
Asfor you, you weredead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of thisworld and of theruler of the kingdom of the air,
the spirit who isnow at work in those who are disobedient. (Ephesians 2:1-2)
God’s work would start with One who would be in the middle of the dry bones. It wasn’t
Ezekidl. It was Jesus Christ. What Jesus experienced was not avision or adream. It wasreal.
He did not abandon the many dry bones. Instead He took action to give them life. That action
required that His bones would be torn apart in a death by crucifixion. The lifeless bodies of
sinners would be given His eternal breath from the cross. Each breath of pain and suffering was

abeginning of lifefor sinners. His death fulfilled His promiseto us,

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10a)



At His death, His body would be placed lovingly and carefully in the grave so that God’s
prophecy could be fulfilled,

Therefore my heart isglad and my tongue rgoices, my body also will rest secure,

because you will not abandon meto the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see

decay. (Psam 16:9-10)

Three days after His death, Jesus was given new lifein resurrection. That new lifeis now daily
breathed into us by aloving, living, and caring God.

The Pentecost event continues for ustoday. We come as many lifeless and dry bones
when we stand at the baptismal font. When God places that water of baptism upon us, we
receive that powerful Holy Spirit in our life. The Apostle Paul spoke of that as he wrote,

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not

because of righteous things we had done, but because of hismercy. He saved us

through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit... (Titus 3:4-5)

God pours that living Holy Spirit in us when we recognize that we are dead and dry bones. God
brings us back to life through that Holy Spirit that Ezekiel saw in that vision and through the
great work of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. This gift brings with it more than just the
gift of life. Thereisanother benefit that is very important to us.

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not

speak on hisown; hewill speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet

to come.” (John 16:13)

ThisHoly Spirit now is at work in us to guide us into the truth of our death and the truth of new
life through Jesus. Even more importantly, this Holy Spirit “will tell you what is yet to come.”
The Apostle Paul speaks of what isto come. It isour own dry bonesraised to life. He writes,

Listen, | tell you a mystery: Wewill not all sleep, but wewill all be changed- in a

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the
dead will beraised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must



clotheitself with theimperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the

perishable has been clothed with theimperishable, and the mortal with immortality,

then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in

victory.” (I Corinthians 15:51-54
Through Jesus, now we see that our bodies will not be left as dry bones on that battlefield.
Instead, they will be restored to even more glorious, imperishable, immortal bodies that will
serve Jesus forever!

Y ou might wonder who thismessageisfor. Isitjust for many? Orisit for you? Itisa
message for those who arein exile. It isamessage for those who have no hope. It isfor those
whose world isfalling apart. Itisfor al people. Asyou look upon that valley once again today,
believe the work God has accomplished through Jesus Christ and his life given on the cross for
youl.

‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to

these bones: | will make breath enter you and you will cometo life. | will attach

tendonsto you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; | will put

breath in you, and you will cometo life. Then you will know that | am theLord.
(Ezekiel 37:3-6)



